
 Circles, Lines, Caricatures: 
An Artist’s Journey  by Linda Olsen Engel  

Who says you “can’t go home 
again?” Certainly not Greg Gray, 
this issue’s featured artist. Recently 
interviewed at the Sage Restaurant 
on Laurel Street, backdropped 
by several of his framed art and 
caricatures, Greg glanced out a 
window and smiled gently. “Micro-
renaissance” is how he described 
recent downtown changes.

Greg is the oldest of 5 children 
born to Darrell and Betty Gray at 
St. Joseph’s Hospital. As a third generation Brainerd descendent, his 
artistic eye came honestly and early, developing talents surrounded 
by family.

He describes his maternal grandmother, Lorrayne Williams, as 
a “superb craftsperson” who fashioned popular oblong rag rugs. 
She also stripped birch from trees on their Gull Lake property and 
encouraged frequently visiting grandchildren to draw on the inside 
of the bark fragments. Grandpa Virgil Williams worked with masonry, 
and father Darrell maintained a life long sideline passion for writing 
and journalism.

While the parents teamed to operate Green Gables Motel on South 
6th Street, their young children attended Lincoln, Harrison and other 
local elementary schools. In 1957 the family moved to St. Paul Park. 
Shortly after settling into the metro area, Darrell and Betty gifted 
their eldest by enrolling him in a series of art classes offered by 
Minnesota Mining and Manufacturing. No doubt by then, the family 
was already aware of Greg’s passion for artistic expression. At age 
12, he was by far the youngest of all students attending those 3M 
classes. He remembers the experience as beneficial, influential, and 
very “interesting,” especially when adult models posed for the artists.

Class-time doodling began in Brainerd and continued throughout 
Greg’s secondary school years. Friends and peers began to appreciate 
Greg’s eye for detail paired with his ability to incorporate a sense of 
humor into his caricatures, especially when capturing the teachers. 
He gave away much of his work, but over time several pieces were 
purchased and even commissioned. 

Article Continues on Page 3
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May 3, 5-7pm » �����������������������Opening Reception “Artistic Vision: An exhibit of work from the Brainerd Area Art Guild”
May 3 – 25 » ������������������������������In the Gallery – “Artistic Vision: An exhibit of work from the Brainerd Area Art Guild”
May 4, 9am-4pm » �������������������“Fabric is Paint” workshop with Pam Collins
May 11 - Second Saturday » ����Figure studies class - Mary White featured artist, sponsored by the Altrichter Family
May 17 and 18 » ����������������������Oil and Cold Wax workshop with Patricia Lintner
May 28, 5-7pm » �����������������������Opening Reception of “The Prince Challenge,” a Fiber Art Exhibit  

sponsored by Cherrywood Fabrics
May 28 - June 8 » ����������������������In the Gallery - "The Prince Challenge,” a Fiber Art Exhibit sponsored by Cherrywood Fabrics
June 8 - Second Saturday » �����Graphic Design and Button-Making - Karen Smith featured artist, sponsored by Lakes Printing
June 13 » ���������������������������������2nd Thursday for a Cause at Prairie Bay to benefit the Mark Munson Memorial School of Rock
June 14, 5-7pm » ������������������������Opening Reception of “Salute to the Arts” sponsored by Riverwood Financial.
June 14 - July 6 » �����������������������In the Gallery - ”Salute to the Arts” sponsored by Riverwood Financial.
July 12, 5-7pm » �������������������������Opening Reception of “Fritz Loven Park Revisited” an exhibit of work from Judith Kuusisto, 

Mona Warren, and Mary Hendricks
July 12 - Aug 3 » ���������������������� In the Gallery - “Fritz Loven Park Revisited”an exhibit of work from Judith Kuusisto,  

Mona Warren, and Mary Hendricks
July 13 - Second Saturday » ����Origami, Laura Kotsmith featured artist
July 16,17,18 & 23,24,25 » ��������Mark Munson Memorial School of Rock
July 25 » ����������������������������������Finale Concert – MMM School of Rock at Tornstrom Auditorium
Aug 10 - Second Saturday » �����Dance Movements - Maria Thompson Seep featured artist, sponsored by Lily Atwel
Aug 10 » ��������������������������������������Opening Reception “Carnival of Curiosities”
Aug 10 - Aug 31 » �������������������� In the Gallery – “Carnival of Curiosities”

Find more details about upcoming events at crossingarts�org

Upcoming Events
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Music also gained attention and importance along his 
journey. Greg became friends with members of “T.C. Atlantic,” 
a popular Minneapolis based rock/psychedelic band. After 
graduating high school in 1966, he hit the road with the 
group. In time he left his musician friends behind and started 
traveling on his own, but never alone! Pencils, inks, pastels 
and acrylics accompanied him faithfully on that musical foray 
and remained with him keeping busy ever since.

Greg’s parents moved back to the Lakes area, so he returned 
occasionally in the seventies and eighties to visit. His ongoing 
adventures eventually found him settling in Florida, where he 
landed a job sketching his delightful and upbeat caricatures 
at Disney World in Orlando.

During early residential years in Florida, he helped promote 
jazz through a local radio station. Some, if not many of Greg’s 
individual and collage’ creations seem to reflect influences 
from friends and musicians with whom he associated. Those 
myriad connections enabled expanding horizons. Greg took 
his own show on the road and experienced a wide variety of 
venues around the country.

When the 1980 Winter 
Olympic Games were held 
in Lake Placid, New York, 3M 
provided their sales people 
an incentive: a trip for each 
employee plus guest was 
the perk for making goal. The 
itinerary included bussing 
the entourage between 
Olympic event sites and other specially arranged side trips. 
To entertain the group, the company hired musicians, a 
palm reader, one magician, and Greg to ride along and share 
their individual talents. It wasn’t always easy to sketch on 
the bumpy bus rides, limiting the quantity of caricatures 
completed. Greg conscientiously followed up after the trip 
by compiling sketched memories into a book and sending it 
to the company uncommissioned.

Another huge opportunity arrived when he was hired at 
the1993 NCAA Final Four in New Orleans, Louisiana. That 
setting provided regional jazz music echoing around art 

creativity. The excitement of a hugely popular college 
basketball event amplified and blended the arts with sports. 

Greg returned to Minnesota, gathering in St. Paul Park with 
classmates to celebrate their 50th reunion. Since it had 
been awhile since seeing his mom, although the two spoke 
often, he made the relatively short jaunt to Brainerd to visit 
his widowed mother. His sensitivity and perception quickly 
convinced Greg the time in life was approaching when she 
would need a caregiver. 

The Gray siblings had scattered around the country. The lady 
partner of Greg’s life had died a few years earlier, making it 
easier for him to leave Florida. Besides, it was “the right thing 
to do.” He packed his belongings, including art supplies, and 
returned full circle to his hometown. Was this the end of the 
line for his career? 

It didn’t take long to find the Franklin Arts Center. Impressed 
with what Brainerd had done with the former Junior High 
School, he gravitated there, meeting people. TCAA was still 

housed in that building, so 
he became acquainted and 
soon joined the Crossing. 
Greg was and is very excited 
about the move from FAS 
downtown to Seven One 
One Laurel.

And, it wasn’t long before 
Greg was volunteering to 
do caricature sketches to 

raise money for community causes. When locals began to 
recognize his authenticity, his kind soul, gentle humor and 
amazing talent, he was hired to do murals and other creative 
pieces.

Recently he did a fundraising event at the Roundhouse 
Brewery. That’s where his maternal grandfather worked for 
the NP Railroad back in the day. Looks like you’ve come full 
circle back home, Greg. The area is fortunate to have you.

(Keep an eye out for Greg’s work, some of which is pictured in 
this article. He is available for hire)

Circles, Lines, Caricatures: An Artist’s Journey Continued from Cover

“My caricatures are dedicated to the salt of 
the earth� Those who show up everyday, 
do their jobs, take the lumps� Keep the 
faith, celebrate peace, harmony, music and 
camaraderie when and wherever they can 
and still maintain their sense of humor”� 
                                                  - Greg Gray
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A Message from Your President By John Raboin

The Future
IS OURS TO CREATE

Imagine your greatest goals within reach. 
Together, we can create a plan to help  
make fulfilling those dreams a reality.  
Contact me today to get started.

2019 SALUTE TO THE ARTS PREMIER SPONSOR

Christian M. Barnett, CFP® 
LPL Financial Advisor  

(218) 316-7189 
Christian.Barnett@RiverWoodFinancial.com

Securities and advisory services offered through LPL Financial, a Registered Investment Advisor, Member FINRA/SIPC. Insurance products 
offered through LPL Financial or its licensed affiliates. RiverWood Financial is not registered broker/dealer and is not affiliated with LPL Financial.
Not FDIC Insured    Not Bank Guaranteed    May Lose Value    Not Insured by any Federal Government Agency    Not a Bank Deposit

Sylvie Gilman,  
Client Services 

Associate

As I sat down to write this issue's article, 
I was originally intent upon telling all of 
you how inspired I was to read a recent 
article in Time magazine that talked 
about the relationship between the arts 
and optimism. But just in the last 24 hours 

we've received word that our Executive 
Director, Lisa Jordan, has been selected by the 

5 Wings Arts Council as the 2019 Outstanding Community 
Arts Leader in Crow Wing County. It got me thinking, why 
does Lisa excel at what she does and how is TCAA benefiting 
from her leadership? Being an Executive Director for any 
small nonprofit is challenging. Most smaller nonprofits 
operate on a small budget and have tight margins. Being 
the Executive Director of an arts organization is doubly 
challenging, particularly when the individual also operates 
as the Artistic Director. It's rare to find an individual who 
excels at both the creative and business aspects of the 
job. Lisa is one of those individuals. Many of you know this, 
but, Lisa is a nationally recognized artist in her own right. 

She also has a particular gift of relating to other artists and 
inspiring them to contribute their talents to fulfill TCAA's 
mission. Our local artists are "her people," and she loves 
interacting with them.

However, TCAA wouldn't be making the progress it is if 
Lisa were just a creative talent with a knack for relating 
to other artists. She also excels at the business end of 
things. She's always looking for ways to save money and/
or increase revenue. Her latest idea is to start selling high-
quality art supplies at The Crossing. We believe there is 
a market for this, and it will be particularly valuable to 
the folks who attend our many art classes. We have also 
just learned that we've been selected by the Initiative 
Foundation to receive a $6400 scholarship to receive 
training to develop our own donor relationship program. 
This was a competitive selection and, again, reflects on 
the value other knowledgeable individuals place on Lisa's 
leadership. TCAA is in good hands!

M I S S I  N  M  M E N T

TCAA Mission: The Crossing Arts Alliance’s mission is to act as a gateway to the arts 
through access, education, and experiences.

On a chilly day in March, these young artists warmed our hearts. Having recently 

attended a special program at Crossing Arts with her class at Lowell School, 

young Alexa (right) returned with her sister Brasia to gift us with some newly 

created art for our gallery. We are glad they were inspired by their experience 

with us and we were proud to display their cardinal art works. 
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The Crossing Arts Alliance is proud 
to have been named Outstanding 

Non-Profit Organization of 
theYear as part of the 

Distinguished Service Awards.

Distinguished
Service Awards

I recently celebrated 5 years with The Crossing Arts 

Alliance. 5 years that have delighted, inspired, and 

challenged me. I never imagined, 13 years ago when I 

moved to Brainerd from Chicagoland, that I would be 

utterly in love with this community. I wish I could go back 

and tell the me from 13 years ago not to fret, that I would 

meet my people and find my place. Those early days were lonely ones for 

me. Though my husband had grown up here and was returning to his roots, I 

didn’t know a soul. I was raising young babies, living in the woods, and making 

art. It wasn’t until I had a chance encounter with then-Director Millie that I 

became entangled in The Crossing Arts Alliance - first, volunteering in the Gift 

Shop, and then moving into the Director role when Millie started her position 

at Essentia Health. Finding this community within our community changed 

everything for me. It really can’t be overstated how important “finding your 

people” can be. Through Crossing Arts I have made many acquaintances, 

friends, and friends so close that they’re more like family. 

I have learned so much in the past five years, and not a day goes by here that 

doesn’t force me to expand my thinking or take on some new challenge. I am 

excited about where Crossing Arts is, in this place in time, and am eager to see 

how we continue to grow and evolve.  

Thank you for making me a part of your community. I am grateful. 

A Message From 
Your Director By Lisa Jordan
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Celebrate the Young at Art

The 14th annual “Celebrate the Young at Art” show brightened the gallery in April, featuring student artwork 
in a variety of media from area schools. The opening reception brought in more than 400 proud artists, parents, 
grandparents and siblings. It was rewarding to see the young, talented artists enjoying their work displayed in 
a wonderful gallery setting. Guests also enjoyed the fun food “pizza and fries.” In the refreshments area, white 
paper table coverings topped with many with crayons invited artists of all ages to leave their mark, whether it 
be fancy lettering, a doodle or a message.

Ten pieces of student art were selected to be professionally framed and matted and those pieces will hang in the 
YMCA for one year. 

We extend our thanks to Beth from Picture Perfect Framing Studio for her generosity and 
framing expertise, to Ingrid Anderson for photographing each student with his/her art, to 
the Brainerd YMCA for hosting selected artworks, and to LeMieux Wealth Strategies, the 
supporting sponsor for the event. 

 Owen Sadusky’s artwork won the Director’s Choice Award. 

The following students had their artwork selected for display at the YMCA:
Alivia Magnam, Grade 1 Garfield 
Nevaeh Olson, Grade 2 Harrison 
Aria Anderson, Grade 2 Lowell 
Addilyn Cash, Grade 3 Lowell  
Kamryn Kraemer, Grade 5 Forestview 
Amaliese Garding, Grade 5 Forestview 
Adriana Mullen, Grade 5 Forestview 
Emma Hinch, Grade 5 Forestview
Jack Boeckermann, Grade 5 Forestview 
Autumn Patterson, Grade 7 Cross Lake Charter

»
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People's Choice Winners

Creative
Inspiration for the entire 

Lakes Area
We want to be your design,

offset printing, digital printing,
bindery and mailing professionals. 

We want to be your printer. 
Please contact us.

Phone: 218-829-7790 
Fax: 218-829-0977

1223 Oak Street, Brainerd, MN 56401 
www.lakesprinting.com

Proud to be 
partnering with 

The Crossing Arts 
Alliance to bring 
you this beautiful

publication.

Congratulations, People’s Choice winners!

Laurie Borggreve’s “Sea Series #2” was the People’s Choice in 
the 3rd dimension exhibit.

Laurie Borggreve is an American artist and sculptor. Her early years 
were spent studying design, studio arts and art history in Minneap-
olis. After graduating from the University of Minnesota, she moved 
to San Francisco where she focused on painting and worked as an 
art director and designer to support her career in fine arts.

She now combines her design and fine arts back-
ground to create delicate installations and mixed 
media sculptures out of her Minneapolis based 
studio. Her award-winning pieces are exhibited 
throughout the country. 

Using a wide variety of materials, I create highly detailed sculptures and installations. Many of my piec-
es are made up of hundreds and often thousands of individual components. 

Transparent and translucent materials are a recurring element in my pieces. The secondary colors and 
cast shadows that result from light sources interacting with these materials are an essential factor in 
the overall visual experience of many of my artworks. Sea Series #2 was inspired by sunlight reflecting 
through sea water and my fascination with marine life.  

Sometimes, my pieces form organically. Other times, they are planned in advance and highly struc-
tured. I use different methods and creative disciplines to make each piece a unique technical challenge.

Paula Jensen’s piece “Time Is Running Out” was the People's Choice Award 
Winner for the Black and White exhibit. 

Paula began her art career in painting and 
sketching. Her millwright husband Larry intro-
duced her to blacksmithing and metal work. 
Over the past 18 years, Paula has worked in 
her business Earth Eagle Forge LLC, started 
in Guthrie, MN in 2001. In 2014 Paula and Lar-
ry sold their property and moved to Longville, 
where she continues to create metal art on their 
40 acre homestead. The majority of her work is 
influenced by wildlife as well as plant/organic 

forms. Though the majority of Paula’s work is in various metals, she 
loves to explore different mediums to find ways of expressing her 
ideas. The majority of her commissioned work is to design and create 
custom metal art for clients from all over the U.S.A. 

I have been researching animal symbolism of several cultures from around the world. 
The artwork I am creating is for an exhibit at Crossing Arts Alliance in 2020. In my research I discovered 
how Native Americans throughout the U.S. and Canada use the turtle shell as a calendar. I also found 
an Onondaga Tribe story about how the turtle aided in the creation of Earth. Both of these concepts 
led to the sketch of “Time is Running Out.” I linked these two Native American themes with the issue of 
global warming in an attempt to bring focus to our distressed planet.

In the Onondaga Tribe creation story, “The Earth on Turtle’s Back”, there was only water. A muskrat 
was able to dive into the depths of the ocean and bring to the surface a small paw full of dirt. The 
muskrat placed the earth onto the turtle’s shell and it began to grow larger and larger until it became 
the whole world. (A VERY short version of the story. Ref: http://greermiddlecollege.org/wp-content/up-
loads/2013/08/earth_on_the_turtles_back.pdf)
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TCAA Awards Annual Scholarship
What a difficult time our committee had in selecting a recipient for the annual $500 scholarship to a graduating senior in 
the Lakes Area – difficult because all applicants are worthy. All have already contributed much to the field of art in their 
respective schools and communities, and all showed a sincere passion for continuing their excellent work. We wish all of 
them continued success in their chosen fields.

The TCAA Annual Scholarship is awarded to  
Taya Person from Brainerd Senior High. 
Here are her responses to the five application 
questions, followed by excerpts from each 
of the other applicants.

Taya Person,  
Brainerd Senior High

I truly believe art can change 
the world. Visual art is a pow-

erful way to communicate with people from all different 
languages and cultural backgrounds because everyone 
understands pictures! Artists use color to evoke emotion 
and make people think. Everyone interprets art differently, 
it can be a very personal and symbolic artifact even with-
out direct connections to the artist. My dedication to the 
arts is largely responsible for the person I am today. The 
arts have helped me develop social and communication 
skills, two very important things when working with peo-
ple. 

The arts have brought many opportunities into my life, 
such as designing the homecoming button for Brainerd 
High School, participating in the pit orchestra for the 
school musical, painting a shoe for the National Vans Shoe 
Competition, and designing t-shirts for Brainerd High 
School Grad Blast. I’m the president of the Brainerd High 
School Art Club and have been involved in the visual arts 
program at the high school all four years. I play cello in 
Brainerd High School Chamber Orchestra and have dedi-
cated countless hours to developing myself as a musician. 
I was the female recipient of the Academics, Athletics, and 
Arts award for Brainerd High School. 

My passion for the arts continues outside of school. A few 
years ago my church worship band was in need of a bass-
ist. I’d previously been playing cello with them, but I de-
cided to teach myself the electric bass to fill that position. 
I started drawing and painting at a very young age and 
have since then turned my hobby into a business. My main 
source of income comes from commissioned paintings 
and drawings. I accredit a lot of my networking to Zonta 
International. I’ve been invited four consecutive years as 
an art vendor to display and sell my work at their annual 

Christmas house. This has been an incredible way for me 
to not only sell work, but build connections and learn how 
to communicate my visions to new people. 

In recent years I’ve become invested in refining my skills 
as an illustrator. I recently committed to study at Savannah 
College of Art and Design. As of now, my plan is to major in 
illustration and minor in graphic design. I’m hoping I will 
be able to continue playing cello, if not in school, at least 
in the community. I enjoy making music and would like 
music to always be a part of my life. 

Many different types of art have inspired me and my tastes 
continue changing. I never used to be interested in early 
European still life and portrait oil paintings, but I’ve grown 
to appreciate their skillful complexion. Although, I’d ac-
credit cartoon illustrations and graphic arts as my favor-
ite most inspiring genres. I love searching the internet for 
artists with styles similar to Dr. Seuss and Charles Schulz. 
I love bright, bold colors with thick solid black lines. I’ve 
always been drawn to this style and can definitely see how 
it has influenced my work. 

Nick Gyllenblad, Pequot Lakes High School
Why are the arts important to you?

The arts are important to me because I am very involved 
with them. I have been playing music for around 8 years 
and have learned many instruments along the way, as 
well as new music and culture. I have been in the Pequot 
Lakes band for 7 years and have been in the Symphonic 
Band for 3 years. I originally started with the french horn 
but switched to alto saxophone. I have been playing guitar 
and bass for around 7 years and have been very involved 
with both instruments. Playing guitar has given me oppor-
tunities that were incredible, such as being an instructor 
for the Mark Munson School of Rock in 2018 and being a 
student in 2017. I am grateful to have been a part of the 
School of Rock and have gotten to know about the Cross-
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Brainerd 
524 South Sixth Street
Brainerd, MN 56401

Baxter
14244 Dellwood Drive

Baxter, MN 56425

Phone: 218.829.5183
Fax: 218.829.7078

Brainerdsavings.com 
NMLS #410361

Aske
Studio
Fine Art

Portrait
Landscape

Still Life

24555 Emstad Road
Brainerd, MN 56401

320/692.5939
horseyrun@frontiernet.net

ing Arts Alliance and support them in their endeavors. Music is something that I 
can always rely on to inspire me or pick me up and learning a new song is always 
a fun process. I loved being able to help teach over the summer. 

Ashlyn Reynolds, Pequot Lakes High School
Why are the arts important to you?

For as long as I can remember, art has played an important role in my life - from 
making crafts with my grandmother to painting Christmas presents for my fam-
ily members, to decorating cakes and cookies at one of my summer jobs. I even 
try to turn every school assignment into an art project. Whatever I’m doing, art 
finds its way into it. Art is my outlet. When I fully immerse myself into my art, I 
don’t have time to worry about all the things in my life that could go wrong. And 
not only do I do art to relax, I genuinely love art. I love that you can create literal-
ly anything you want. I love creating something that makes people think or feel. 

Elizabeth Archer, Brainerd Senior High
Why are the arts important to you?

Art is such an integral part of my life that I can’t imagine a future where I’m not 
involved in the arts. To keep art alive in my life, I’ll do paid commissions, work on 
comics, and do gigs with my band. Even if I don’t end up in a career that involves 
art, I’ll still use my free time to work on art projects.

Sam Pfeiffer, Pequot Lakes High School
What piece of art (any genre) has inspired you the most? How or why?

As a film maker, art has begun to have a different meaning to me than it does 
to most people. When most people hear the term they think of brush strokes 
and canvas, where I think of B-roll and color grading. These differences have 
been amplified by the online generation I have grown up in, where film has 
become one of the most accessible art forms on the planet. This is why I think it 
is only fair that I pick a piece that truly demonstrates that. The piece of art that 
has inspired me most is “Do What You Can’t” a short film by Casey Neistat. The 
film shows how in today’s society any reason that you are given that you can’t 
be a film maker is just a challenge to overcome. I think this is an amazing and 
true idea that has inspired me to chase my dream as hard as I can and without 
looking back.

Eli O’Dell, Brainerd Senior High
What piece of art (any genre) has inspired you the most? How or why?

While it is not one specific photograph, the photographer/videographer Peter 
McKinnon has had a major influence on my work. When I realized he was trav-
eling the world doing what he loves (photography) I knew I wanted to pursue a 
similar lifestyle. One of my passions is traveling; so being able to travel the world 
through art has been my dream for years. I want to be able to travel to remote 
areas of the globe documenting the different ways people live and share my 
love for visual arts with people who haven’t had the opportunity to experience 
art before.
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Writer's Corner

Sylvie Gilman
Sylvie Gilman is an author and artist in her heart and soul. Her kitchen 
table is full of acrylics, watercolors, pastels and all kinds of beads for 
jewelry, with half - finished projects everywhere. She has supported 
artists in the community for years through the Nisswa Chamber of 
Commerce’s Majestic Pines Art Festival and through the Crossing Arts 
Alliance. Sylvie comes from an artistic family; her mother is a well - 
known potter/sculptor in British Columbia, Canada, and her father was a 
talented artist in chalk pastels and charcoal drawings. Working full time 
in the financial industry, Sylvie waits patiently for the time to retire where 
she can finish some of those projects and commit fully to her creativity.

The Journey of Creation
By Sylvie Gilman

My canvas sits white and blankly staring, willing me to cre-
ate. Images skitter across my mind. Where is my inspiration 
going to come from today? Maybe from the sunrise that 
I caught this morning, fiery crimson and mandarin light-
beams scaling the icy air, reaching from the horizon up 
into the heavens then shooting spears of color across the 
acres of snow and ice. Or perhaps from the hoar frosted 
trees  I see on my drive to work, skeletons of glistening 
diamonds, sparkling blue and pink and white and silver. I 
might find inspiration in the people I see, bundles of furry 
caps and colorful coats like multi-colored pillows popping 
out of cars and buildings, their breath creating trails of 
clouds following the pillows.

I could paint what I feel today… yawning yet caffeinated, 
grateful yet impatient, sick of the long winter with tons of 
positive anticipation of planting my garden… how would 
I paint that feeling? I load my palette with what I feel… 
some Mars black, some Prussian blue, some purple. Oh, 
maybe a bit of Leaf green and Carmine red and I better put 
white, just in case I get too dark. I can change my canvas 
but I can’t change my mood, or maybe I can… if I just get 
started.

My brush starts to speak, a soft swoosh across the canvas 
and the journey begins. I will my brush and my paint to 
capture my feelings and stroke by stroke I see myself, as 
if in a mirror, the black and blue and purple taking shape, 
just shapes for now, not following any process, as, this time, 
I didn’t want to be artistically correct.  

I have classical music playing and the cat carefully watches 
as the tip of the brush stick jitters and bounces, as if to the 
time of the music. A broad stroke, a firm dab, a soft blend, 
some feathering, some stippling, my feeling takes shape 
on canvas and becomes almost tangible. I have to stop 
now, because there is a fine line between getting it right 
and overdoing it. Just like anything in life.

There it is, canvas transformed, journey ended… for now. I 
step back and see it all. I see the sunrise, the trees and the 
people in an abstract of beautiful shape and color. I see 
my feelings and my journey, right here in front of me and 
then…. I see the next white, blank canvas waiting patiently 
on the floor.

Showcase your literary talents
All of you talented writers are encouraged to submit your writing for publication in this quarterly 
newsletter. We are looking for short poems, brief prose writing (fiction or non-fiction) and brief 
excerpts from your longer writings. To submit work (no more than 600 words) for any issue, please 
email to husomae@brainerd.net by the 10th of each of the months (January, April, July and October). 

Thank you.
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Stage North Theatre Company, Inc.
on the Franklin Arts Center Stage
1001 Kingwood Street, Suite 50-B

Brainerd, MN 56401

218-232-6810

Season Tickets Available

www.stagenorththeater.com

SEE ALL THREE SHOWS FOR ONLY
$25.00 ADULT | $12.50 CHILD

STAGE NORTH THEATRE
2019 SEASON

OF PLAYS!

Stage North Theatre Company is proud 
to announce our 2019 Season. Season 

ticket holders will have admission to all 
three shows performed on the beautiful 

Franklin Arts Center stage. You won’t 
want to miss a show! 

STEPPING OUT
Auditions: February 1 and 2

April 4, 5, 6 at 7:30
Matinee April 7 at 2:00

Dr. Jekyll
and Mr. Hyde

Auditions: September 6, 7

October 23, 24, 25, 26 at 7:30

The Snow Queen
Auditions: October 4, 5

December 11, 12, 13,14 at 7:30
December 14, 15 at 2:00

A MIDSUMMER NIGHT’S DREAM - 2016Registration for Mark Munson 
Memorial School of Rock is 
now open!
SOR Camp is held July 16-18 and 23-25 at First Lutheran Church in Brainerd with 
the final concert on July 25 at Tornstrom Auditorium. Open to students in grades 
5-12, Guitarists, Drummers, Keyboardists, and Vocalists (Drummer and Bass play-
er spots are limited so...sign up early!)

Learn from established area musicians, develop skills and friendships, and rock 
out! The cost is $230 per student, scholarships are available based on financial 
need, please contact us for details. 

A special thank you to Barbara Munson, the Brainerd Lakes Area Community 
Foundation, and the Brainerd Elks Lodge for their support of this year's School 
of Rock.

Join us Thursday, June 13th at Prairie Bay 
for 2nd Thursday for a Cause, a fundraiser 

to benefit our School of Rock!
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Our gift shop is brimming with one-of-a- 
kind quality artwork. No matter your 
artistic interests, we may have just what 
you are looking for! Every sale we make 
supports our artists and makes a financial 
contribution to the mission of The Crossing 
Arts Alliance.

We take pride in the quality and uniqueness of the art 
we sell………

• If you are simply looking for a special card just waiting 
for your words we have a variety. Handcrafted with 
watercolor, collage, drawings, ink and many styles of 
photography.

• Our bookshelf continues to showcase local artists, 
offering all styles of writing.

• We recently added poetry written by Lisa†Cassman†.
• A favorite gift for travelers may be a unique handcrafted 

journal. We have a nice selection to choose from.

• Our selection of handwrought jewelry is amazing. 
Necklaces, earrings, bracelets and rings. Made with 
silver, leather, mined gemstones, authentic bone beads, 
copper, tin and a variety of glass beads.

• We continue to carry pottery made by our local potters. 
Each piece original, beautiful and functional. Mugs, 
teapots, bird feeders,bowls and more.

• Our wood turned pieces are true natural beauties -  
bowls, goblets, vases, tops, to name a few. Many of our 
wood pieces have been hand carved and are unique in 
their style. We have pine needle basketry that include 
wood and stone inserts.

• Glasswork items are colorful, whimsical and functional. 
You will be impressed.

• And wool…..we have bundled wood in many colors, 
wall hangings, framed felted landscapes, whimsical 
spring fairies, birds and bunnies.

• The brilliant colors of our hand dyed scarves and 
napkin sets are worth a visit.

What’s New in the Gift Shop

REGINA NELSEN
INTERIOR DESIGN, INC.

218-820-7609
NELSENID@BRAINERD.NET

SUPPORTING THE ARTS SINCE 1993

by Connie Nelson
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New to our gift shop and what many of you have been 
asking for... Art Supplies!

Supplies that support the adult and children classes we offer as well as a growing 
selection of items that will support your own artistic talents. Please stop in often 
as our supplies will continue to grow.

The gift Shop is always proud to host a featured artist each month. Just look 
to your right as you walk in and enjoy their creations. Be sure to stop in on the 
second Saturday each month to meet the artist.

• In May we will feature Karen Smith and her alcohol ink designs.
• In June we welcome Laura Kotsmith and her unique pottery designs.
• In July we will feature Maria Thompson Seep and her lovely paintings.

We are always looking for new, unique and fine quality art work to include in 
our gift shop. We want to help you sell your art! Our committee meets the last 
Tuesday of each month and the jury process begins there. Contact TCAA office 
for information on submitting your artwork.

Committee members: Connie Nelson, Mary Boran, Diane Runberg, Jeanne 
Larson, Ellen Smith, Polly Heins, Kathe Jukish.

Congratulations to Lisa Jordan and Lakes Printing!
Every few years the Five Wings Arts Council celebrates the people 
and artists who make our region such a great place to live and 
work. Two recipients of the 2019 Celebration of Excellence in the 
Arts awards are well known to The Crossing.

Outstanding Community Arts Leader, Crow Wing County 
Lisa Jordan (Brainerd)

Outstanding Business Support of The Arts 
Lakes Printing 

Lisa: was selected by the Five Wings Arts Council on the merits of all that she has 
done for the arts in the Lakes Area. (see John Raboin’s President’s Message)

Lakes Printing: among those nominating Lakes was Lisa Jordan who wrote the 
following: Whether we have a small printing request or a large marketing project, 
Lakes Printing is there to help us put our very best foot forward. More than just a print 
shop, Lakes "walks the talk" in terms of community. They quietly and humbly support 
many area visual and performance arts programs through sponsorships, radio and 
print support, and expertise. Kevin Thesing has been an invaluable resource for The 
Crossing Arts Alliance, willing to share his years of experience with nonprofit boards, 
marketing, and problem-solving to help us thrive. We credit Lakes Printing with hav-
ing a tremendous impact on our growth and success and are grateful to have them 
in our community.  
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Cherrywood challenged fiber 

artists from all over the world 

to pay tribute to the late Prince 

Rogers Nelson and create their 

own masterpiece using hand 

dyed fabric. Once again there 
will be TWO international 
traveling exhibits that will come 
together for a short time in 

Brainerd - 165 quilts! You will 

not want to miss this.

And you thought the VAN GOGH Exhibit was 

amazing...wait until you see PRINCE!

SAVE THE DATE:
May 28 - June 8, 2019
Crossing Arts Alliance
Seven One One Laurel Street
Brainerd, MN 56401

The Prince Challenge
   A Fiber Art Exhibit

   Sponsored by 

   Cherrywood Fabrics

CHALLENGE 2018
CHERRYWOOD

A unique 

dyeing 

technique 

gives 

Cherrywood 

the look 

and feel of 

suede. 

7882 College Road, Baxter, MN
Open by appointment 218-829-0967

Spotlight on Downtown
Editor’s note: This is the beginning of a new feature in our newsletter – introducing neighboring businesses who join us in 
making Downtown Brainerd a destination to enjoy.

Downtown Neighbor – Purple Fern Bath Company
by Brenda Billman-Arndt

It’s something we do daily...wake up and take a shower. Purple Fern Bath Com-
pany strives to take the mundane out of your routine. This task we do every 
day can elevate your mood, leave you feeling silky and moisturized, energized. 
It gets you squeaky clean and smelling great, it can feel luxurious and can be a 
great moment to enjoy "me" time. 

Purple Fern offers unique, 
handmade bath and body 

products that are fun and functional for your daily routine. Our bou-
tique offers everything from handmade lotions and soaps, to candles 
and bath bombs. We have fragrance to spray your pup and beard oil 
for the men, migraine masks for rough days, and even diaper cream 
for the baby! Our unique products are truly special.

In addition to the boutique, Purple Fern offers public and private 
workshops for making your own products in our classroom area. It is 
a great way to spend some time out with friends, celebrate a birth-
day, learn a new skill, and have fun!

Brenda Billman-Arndt
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— Thomas Merton,  
No Man Is an Island

Art enables us to
find ourselves 

and lose ourselves
at the same time.

Jerry B. Steinke
ATTORNEY AT LAW

510 Maple Street
Brainerd, MN 56401

Telephone: 218-829-1719
Facsimile: 218-829-2802

E-mail: jerry@steinkelaw.com 
Website: steinkelaw.com

PRACTICE AREAS: 
REAL ESTATE, PROBATE, 

ESTATE PLANNING, BUSINESS, 
ELDER LAW, GUARDIANSHIP-

CONSERVATORSHIP, 
LANDLORD-TENANT

by Maureen Farnsworth

Spring is here in all its splendor! A stunningly beautiful welcome for all the 
visitors to the Lakes area. These sunny days and mild evenings are perfect 
conditions for strolling around town and visiting any of the fantastic up-
coming art exhibits at TCAA.

 “ARTISTIC VISION” May 3-23 
Brainerd Arts Guild members bring their artistic sensibility forward with 
individual expression of their artistic vision being highlighted. Opening 
reception May 3, 5-7pm Light refreshments.

“PRINCE” THE CHERRYWOOD CHALLENGE May 28–June 8 
It’s raining purple! The winners of this quilting challenge were inspired 
by Prince’s music, movies and distinct look to create unique and dazzling 
works of art. Opening reception May 28, 5-7 pm 

 “SALUTE TO THE ARTS” June 14-16 
A not-to-miss annual Gala event! This energizing juried exhibit highlights 
exceptional fresh NEW work from talented area artists. A festive opening re-
ception will be held June 14, 5-7pm. Enjoy Hors d’oeuvres, wine, music and 
mingling. Premier Sponsor for Salute to the Arts is Riverwood Financial.

“FRITZ LOVEN PARK REVISITED” July 12-August 3 
See the sights of this beloved park portrayed in beautiful watercolor by 
Judith Kuusisto, Mona Warren and Mary Hendricks. Opening reception July 
12, 5-7pm. Light refreshments. 

 “A CARNIVAL OF CURIOSITIES” August 10-31 
Come one, come all for this fun filled TCAA event! See the odd, eccentric 
and all works of art that portray the wonder and allure of the circus specta-
cle. Be prepared to be amazed while enjoying refreshments and entertain-
ment at the opening August 10. More details to come.

What’s up in the Gallery
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Welcome New Members

Volunteers

We welcome these new members to TCAA.
• Linda Ahern – Baxter
• Rick Bjork – Brainerd 
• Lisa Cassman - Brainerd
• Edith Chamberlain – Brainerd
• Mark Christy - Brainerd
• Steve Claypatch – Minneapolis
• Shelia DeChantal – Brainerd
• JoAnn Engelbrecht – Brandon, SD
• Debby Erickson - Brainerd
• Cheri Evenmo – Baxter
• Jackie Extrand – Nisswa
• Meryl Fish – Baxter

• Marina Grabowski – Brainerd
• Dan Hegstad – Brainerd
• Sheri Hemquist – Baxter
• Sophia Hotzler, Brainerd
• Amy Hubbard – Merrifield
• Eva Kreitz-Clow – Pequot Lakes
• Shannon Kubesh – Brainerd
• Adam Marks – St. Paul
• Cheryle Matis – Brainerd
• Jane Matthies-Holtan – Brainerd
• Jim Matthies – Brainerd
• Tina Parkki - Pillager

• Shelley Peterson – Brainerd
• Lisa & JT Pomerleau - Nisswa
• Riverwood Financial– Baxter
• Owen Sadusky – Nisswa
• Renae Saunders – Merrifield
• Aliina Simmons – Brainerd
• Chris Smith – Brainerd
• Alexis Weber – Brainerd
• Trecia Wiewel – Nisswa
• Kathy Wernberg – Nisswa

A huge thank you to our loyal volunteers who have donated time and talents in the 
work of TCAA in 2018. Carolyn Abbott, Claudia Allene, Pat Altrichter, EB Archer, Lily Atwel, MaryAnn Bennett, 
Daria Blanton, Shelly Bolt, Dave Boran, Mary Boran, Brainerd Area Art Club, Jill Carlson, Kate Carlson, Valerie Dahl, 
Martha Davidge, Sherri Delahunt, Julie Despot, Karen DeVries, Karen DuBord, Millie Engisch, Sally Erickson, Mary Farmer, 
Maureen Farnsworth, Rob Fitzsimmons, Nareh Galstyan, Sylvie Gilman, Greg Gray, Sunday Grogan, Lisa Haberman, 
Haddie Hadachek, Joey Halvorson, Sheree Hansen, Polly Heins, Sharon Herwig, Linda Holliday, Elsie Husom, Jeff Jordan, 
Lisa Jordan, Riley Jordan, Spencer Jordan, Kathe Jukish, Jean Kraft, Molly Krautkramer, Jack Kraywinkle, Kay Kraywinkle, 
Lonnie Knutson, Bonnie Kriha, Jan Kurtz, Carol Lang, Alice Larson, Bob Larson, Jeanne Larson, Marlee Larson, Tom Larson, 
Brian Lemieux, Gloria Leonard, Jon Luhrs, HollyRose McKnight, Ethan Marichalar, Ron Morris, Mark Munson, 
Connie Nelson, Jim Nelson, Marty Nelson, Jill Neumann, Joseph Neumann, Mitchell Neumann, Nick, Curt Nielsen, 
Sandy Nielsen, Linda Olson-Engel, John Overland, Karla Overland, Brenda Pfeffer, JJ Raboin, John Raboin, Kristin Rajala, 
Sharon Rasmussen, Clarice Renschler, Diane Runberg, Jim Runberg, Hanya Sabek, Baxter Smith, Ellen Smith, Kris Smith, 
Mike Soderlund, Krista Soukup, Larry Stechmann, Jerry Steinke, Athena Rose Swann, Kevin Thesing, Cyndy Thompson, 
Pam Thomsen, Rebecca Timmins, Mike Vogt, Chase Vreeland, Alexis Weber, Mary Beth Wroolie

If we have inadvertently omitted your name, please do not hesitate to let us know and we will gladly update our list.

Volunteers do not necessarily have the time; they just have the heart. Elizabeth Andrew

ALL THE BENEFITS
LISTED HERE

ALL THE BENEFITS
LISTED HERE

MAJOR DONOR / CORPORATE  $500

• 10% discount for individual or 
Business owner or principle for gift 
shop items and reduced fees for 
classes and events

• Recognition as a supporting 
sponsor of an event of choice

• Invitation for two to a VIP Art Event

AND... AND...

   FAMILY/BUSINESS  $150

                       

• 10% discount for 2 adults and all 
children under the age of 18 in one 
household, (or business owner if 
business membership), 
on gift shop items and reduced fees 
for classes and events

• Priority Enrollment for our popular 
kids classes

INDIVIDUAL  $35

• TCAA Xpress, weekly email full 
of arts events in the community

• TCAA Currents, a quarterly 
newsletter featuring local 
artists, events, exhibits and 
organizational news

• Crossing Arts Alliance sticker

• 10% discount on gift shop 
items and reduced fees for 
classes and events
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Thank You!

TCAA Workshops

“our focus is on you”
Dr. Jackie McCall

7870 Excelsior Road
Baxter, MN 56425

218.828.9545
toll free 877.338.3937

midwestfamilyeyecenter.com

PERSONAL
PROFESSIONAL
AFFORDABLE

218-963-7908
1-800-248-4174
5445 City Hall St., Nisswa 

(across from City Hall)

00
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Thank you to local business Two Trees Two 
Hearts for their donation to our youth arts 
programming. A portion of the proceeds 
of the sales of their great caps, t-shirts, and 
accessories benefit groups providing arts 
opportunities to children. We are grateful 
to be one of them. Stop in the Gallery in 
downtown Brainerd or the Fine Line Salon 
& Spa and show your support for those 
that support us!

Thank you to the following for their Crossing Arts Kids sponsorship support:
 April - Brainerd Area Art Guild
 May - the Altrichter Family
 June - Lakes Printing
 August - Lily Atwel
 September - Alice, Shelly, Jean, and Julie from Advocacy
 October - Essentia Health
 November - Mid Minnesota Federal Credit Union
 December - Alpha Delta Kappa

And, thank you to Sourcewell for funding for our youth arts program, and Mid 
Minnesota Federal Credit Union for their support for classroom equipment.

Pam Collins taught two different mosaic classes - Glass on Glass, and 'You Crack 
Me Up' which incorporated pieces of broken dishes. As always Pam is a lively 
and fun teacher and everyone learned a lot.

Check out the weekly Xpress, our website, or our Facebook page to stay updat-
ed on upcoming workshops and classes!
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Inviting 2-5 
year-olds to join! 

Sign up today!

For more details, 
Contact Me!

Cindy Clough
218-829-7107

Dance Class to LOVE!  

From work wear to family reunions, we’ve got you covered 
(literally). High Quality custom apparel that is dedicated to 
YOU. Bringing you and your team the unparalleled design 
using innovative technology that will make you look good 
and feel even better. 

APPAREL • HATS • BAGS • CAN KOOZIES • TABLE 
CLOTHS • BACKDROPS • BANNERS • WATER BOTTLES 
• LUGGAGE TAGS • RIBBONS • PLAQUES AND MORE

GET A QUOTE TODAY!
CONTACT US: 877-450-4483 
13143 CYPRESS DRIVE BAXTER, MN 56401

CUSTOM APPAREL & MORE
FOR ANY TEAM, FAMILY OR BUSINESS.

To help reduce program expenses, The Crossing Arts Alliance relies on the help and generosity of our members and 
friends, and generous you have been! Thank you to each of you who has delivered coffee pods, paper, tables, or 
tools to us or donated materials that will help us expand our programming� You have made a tremendous impact 
on the arts in your community� We are still in need of:

For programs and events:
• Paper products - tissue, towels, small plates, hot cups, etc.

For our kids programs
• Small bottles of water
• Granola bars, small bags of snacks 
• Acrylic paints
• Ziploc baggies in a variety of sizes
• New boxes of drawing pencils, good quality colored pencils 

or markers, and new sketch pads as prizes for kids who get 
6 punches on their cards for attending Second Saturday 
events. 

For office use:
• 3-tray color printer that would allow us to load in regular 

paper, letterhead, and envelopes and make our office more 
efficient.

• Printer paper
• White cardstock
• Postage stamps
• Keurig cups to keep our volunteers and staff caffeinated.

For gallery use:
• 10' step ladder
• Trim nails
• Plastic storage bins
• Spackle
• Home Depot gift cards for paint
• 
For classroom use:

• Acoustic panels for wall
• Floor paint
• Wall mounted soap dispenser for sink
• Table top easels

For fundraising use:
• Cans of pop, carbonated water, etc.

If you would like to donate any of these items or funding to 
purchase any, please contact Lisa at 218.833.0416

Our Wish List
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Publisher: 

The Crossing Arts Alliance

Editor: 

Elsie Husom

Art and Design: 

Lakes Printing

The Crossing Currents is a quarterly 

newsletter for the members of 

the Crossing Arts Alliance in the 

Lakes Area. Issues are published 

in February, May, August and 

November. 

Lisa Jordan, 

Artistic/Executive Director

Martin Nelson,  

Media Support Specialist

Stephanie White,  

Staff Assistant

2019 TCAA Board of Directors

John Raboin | President

Jill Carlson | Vice President

Pam Thomsen | Treasurer

Jerry Steinke | Secretary

Maureen Farnsworth

Joey Halvorson

Linda Holliday

Jeanne Larson

Brian Lemieux

Steve Lund

Karin Nelson

Jill Neumann

Seven One One Laurel Street

Brainerd. MN 56401

info@crossingarts.org

www.crossingarts.org

218.833.0416

We have juried exhibits at various times throughout the year and 
welcome your participation. Check our web site at crossingarts.org for 
calls for art and share your work with our community

We appreciate our charitable gambling sites:
 College Square Gas Station
 Pine Square Gas Station

These businesses have designated The Crossing Arts Alliance as their non-
profit. Please support them.

Member meetings are held before our monthly board meetings, generally 
the third Thursday of the month at 4:00pm. at TCAA for the limited purpose of 
reviewing and voting on Gaming motions. Members are welcome to attend. 
Gambling reports are available by request in the TCAA Office.

Major/Corporate Members
Pat & Wayne Altrichter 
Fiducia Benefits Group
Impact Minnesota
Lakes Printing
Lemieux Wealth Strategies
Mid-Minnesota Federal Credit Union
Curt & Sandy Nielsen
Picture Perfect Framing Studio
Raboin & Francis Law Firm
Riverwood Financial
Pam Thomsen
RuthAnne Weaver

Family/Business Members
Julie & David Anderholm 
Louis & Barbra Anderson 
Lily Atwel
The BBYC Shop
Sandra Bloom
Brian Brogmus & Claire Kotts 
Laura Busch 
Adrienne Cahoon 
Kari, Greg, & Cora Carlson 
Cherrywood Fabrics 
Dick & Zaundra Cowger 
Irma & Dutch Cragun
Bonnie & David Crum 
Julie Despot 
Heather Duininck 
Matt & Deb Eberts 
Verla & Jerry Engelbrecht 
Jan & John Erickson 
Maureen & Michael Farnswarth 
Focal Point Photography Club 
Greater Lakes Area Performing Arts 
Haddie Haddachek 
Dale & Sue Hadland 

Joey Halvorson 
Heartland Symphony Orchestra 
Al & Elsie Husom 
Julie Ingleman 
Laura Kotsmith 
Lonnie Knutson 
Jean & Jim Kraft 
Janet Kurtz 
Judy & James Kuusisto 
Carol & Thomas Lang 
Sonja Larsen 
Tom & Marlee Larson 
Jackie McCall 
Lyle & Rebecca MacIver  
Yolanda Martini 
Regina Nelsen 
Connie & Jim Nelson 
Karin Nelson 
Jill, Rob, & Neumann Family 
Robert & Karen Ogdahl 
Tina Parkki 
Denise Z. Parks 
Brenda & Don Pfeffer 
Lisa & JT Pomerleau 
Nathanael & Sarah Porisch 
Cindy & William Potvin 
PTS Tours 
Jerry Steinke & Kristin Rajala 
Rhoda Rees
Merry Lynn & Jim Roelofs 
Mary Schaefbauer of Sonnenblume Flowers 
Pamela Simons 
Ronald & Karen Sorenson 
Stone House Coffee 
Donna & Steve Stricker
Cyndy & Bruce Thompson 
Gary Walters
Widseth Smith Nolting

Key Financial Supporters

Calls for Art

Thank you, Gambling Sites

Crossing

A L L I A N C E
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The Crossing Arts Alliance is a gateway to the arts 
through access, education, and experiences. 
We inspire and enrich our community for those 
who create and those who appreciate the arts.

Our activities are funded, in part, by the voters of Minnesota through 
grants from the Five Wings Arts Council, thanks to a legislative 
appropriation from the Arts and Cultural Heritage Fund.
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